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SUBJ: THAI-LAO RELATIONS 

1. FOREIGN MINISTER CHATCHAI CHUNHAWAN TOLD THE AMBASSADOR ON 
DECEMBER 24 THAT HE THOUGHT THERE HAD BEEN A BREAK THROUGH IN 
THAI LAO RELATIONS. AS A RESULT OF DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN THE TWO 
GOVERNMENTS A LAO CULTURAL GROUP WOULD VISIT BANGKOK ON JANUARY 
21. AS A GESTURE TO THE LAO, CHATCHAI WOULD PRESIDE AT THE 
OPENING OF THE FIRST PERFORMANCE. IN EXCHANGE FOR THIS VISIT, 

THAILAND WOULD OPEN THE BORDER AT NONG KHAI. IT WOULD HOWEVER 
CLOSE THE BORDER AT CHIANG KHONG PRIMARILY TO CURB THE CONTINUED 
FLOW OF REFUGEES INTO THAILAND. 

2. ASKED ABOUT SOVIET REQUESTS FOR THE AIRLIFT OF MATERIAL TO 
VIENTIANE, CHATCHAI SAID HE HAD TOLD THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR THAT 
THERE WOULD BE NO PROBLEM IN SENDING ITEMS FOR USE BY THE SOVIET 
EMBASSY IN VIENTIANE (BANGKOK 26714). THE RTG COULD NOT HOWEVER 
AGREE TO THE MOVEMENT OF ITEMS FOR CONSUMPTION BY THE LAO UNTIL 
THE BORDER WAS OPENED. THE FOREIGN MINISTER ASKED HOW OUR EMBASSY 
PERSONNEL IN VIENTIANE WERE GETTING ALONG. THE AMBASSADOR AND DCM 
SAID THAT NO SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS HAD BEEN MADE TO RESUPPLY OUR 
EMBASSY AND THAT OUR PEOPLE WERE DOING THE SAME AS OTHER DIPLOMATS 
IN VIENTIANE— THEY WERE TIGHTENING THEIR BELTS AND RIDING BICYCLES 
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WOULD AGREE TO THE SHIPMENT OF MERCHANDISE FOR USE BY ANY OF 
THE EMBASIES IN VIENTIANE. SINCE THE LAO MAINTAIN THAT THEIR 
SIDE OF THE BORDER WAS STILL OPEN.THERE SHOULD BE NO TROUBLE 
IN MOVING SUCH MATERIAL FOR DIPLOMATIC CONSUMPTION. 

3. THE THAI ARE CONTINUING TO TAKE A HARD LINE ON OPENING 
THE BORDER BUT IT LOOKS LIKE AN ASIAN SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM 
WHICH WOULD SAVE FACE ON BOTH SIDES MAY BE IN THE MAKING. SINCE 
THINGS SEEM TO BE MOVINGAHEAD, WE WOULD PREFER AT THIS TIME NOT 
TO RAISE WITH THE RTG THE LAO REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE TO REOPEN 
THE BORDER (STATE 301824). 
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